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towards the proposals became fairly clear. French opinion was pleased
at the incorporation in the plan of the suggestion for the standardiza-
tion of European military forces on a militia basis and of other
points taken from the Trench proposals; but the provisions for the
exercise of control by the Permanent Disarmament Commission were
criticized as inadequate, and uneasiness was also felt in regard to the
position in which Germany would be placed if the convention were
adopted. The proposals would double the size of the German army
at one stroke; and, since the convention was to supersede the dis-
armament provisions of the Peace Treaties, it was feared that Ger-
many might be free to acquire unlimited quantities of the armaments
—such as land guns up to 105 mm.—for which no quantitative limita-
tion was mentioned. The proposed cancellation of the Disarmament
Chapter of the Versailles Treaty was naturally welcomed in Germany,
and although certain portions of the draft convention—especially that
relating to air armaments1—were criticized, German comment was not
unfavourable on the whole. In Italy, attention was mainly concen-
trated during the third week of March on the visit of Mr. MacDonald
and Sir John Simon and on the outcome of their discussions with
Signor Mussolini,2 but the Government were understood to be favour-
ably disposed towards the British plan. In the Little Entente states,
the provisions of Part I of the draft convention were resented on the
ground that they gave undue preponderance to the Great Powers—
a point on which the smaller European states were particularly
sensitive at the moment as a result of the reports that were in circula-
tion regarding the nature of the conversations in Rome.
In view of the negotiations which were initiated as a sequel to the
visit of the British Ministers to Rome, it was thought desirable in some
quarters to postpone the discussion of the British draft convention
by the General Commission until after the Easter vacation, but a
suggestion to this effect met with strong opposition from the delega-
tions of some of the smaller Powers, who saw in it yet another move
in the direction of the establishment of a dictatorship by the Great
Powers. Mr. Henderson consulted the General Commission on the
23rd March regarding the desirability of an immediate adjournment,
and, since the views of the majority were clearly against adjourn-
ment, it was decided to adhere to the original programme and begin
the examination of the British plan without further delay.
1 During the period of the convention Germany would still be in a position
of inferiority in the air, since she had no military or naval air force and the
acquisition of aeroplanes capable of use in war by states which did not possess
them was expressly forbidden.
3 See section (ii) of this part of the present volume.

